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Foundations - SMSC, British Values and Citizenship 

Thematic modules of self-awareness; self-
care, support and safety; managing 

feelings; changing and growing; healthy 
lifestyles; the world we live in – taught to all 

students.
Two lessons a week for all ages. Covers all 

aspects of the DfE RSHE guidance.

PSHE

Daily time with RAISE tutor; 
half-termly drop down days; 

weekly assemblies and 
cultural calendar. 

RAISE Time
Enrichment experiences available to all 

students including MMA/Boxing; Cooking 
Club; Reading & Poetry; Music; Art / Design; 

TalkAbout; Diner Activities; Table Tennis; 
Animal Therapy; Volunteering & Charity 
Work; and Outdoor Learning including 

Duke of Edinburgh.

Widening Horizons

Listening Groups with SLT; 
Student Leadership Team; EHCP 
Reviews; PEPs; VoTC; Induction & 

Admissions

Pupil Voice

Gatsby benchmarked; No 
NEET; Positive Transitions 

& Individual Pathways

CEIAG
Allocated form tutor; proactive 

sense checking; strong 
relationships between staff and 

students and swift referrals. 

Pastoral Support

Blueprint for Personal Development

The
RAISE

Curriculum

Behaviour & 
Attitudes Safeguarding

Widening



P
e

rso
n

al D
e

ve
lo

p
m

e
n

t

#ValueofValues
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Our New Values
From September 2023, we have 
launched our new RAISE values. The 
values of Respect Aspiration 
Independence Success 
Engagement give students the 
opportunities to learn and 
understand how to be positive role 
models; successful citizens and 
ready for their next step. We teach 
students how to demonstrate the 
values through our #ValueofValues 
approach. 

Widening



RAISE Time
From September 2023, we have launched our new RAISE 
‘Time’ programme. Every morning, for 20 minutes, 
students take part in a well planned and sequenced 
curriculum, with their tutor. Activities include:

Mindset Monday
On a Monday, the RAISE group reflect on the previous 
week; set targets for the week ahead and consider 
how the staff will support students.

Talkabout Tuesday
On a Tuesday, we look in depth at the RAISE value 
that we are focussing on. This goes hand-in-hand with 
our behaviour curriculum. 

What’s happening 
Wednesday

On a Wednesday, we explore current affairs and a 
specific topic around keeping you safe; SMSC and 
British Values.

DEAR Thursday

On a Thursday, we focus on developing a ’love of 
reading’ so we ‘Drop Everything And Read’. Tutors 
made read; students may read; or it may be a reading 
cannon.

Feel-Good Friday
On a Friday, we focus on celebrating what has been a 
SUCCESS this week! We give our certificates and 
prizes at our RAISE Get Togethers.

Widening



RAISE Association Widening

From September 2023, we have 
launched our new RAISE 
Association. Based on the 
concept of a Student Council, 
the group will be student led, 
share ideas, be solution focused 
and be the voice of the student 
body. The group will meet SLT 
each half-term to share their 
thoughts and feelings. 
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Preparing for modern life
PSHE, British Values & SMSC



PSHE
From September 2023, we have re-launched our PSHE Curriculum. With a re-written, and well sequenced 
curriculum plan, taught in progression steps from our Medium Term Curriculum & Assessment Plans, 
students are better prepared for the future with the key strands to our curriculum.

Widening

Self-awareness Self-care, support, and safety Managing feelings

Changing and growing Healthy lifestyles The world I live in

Each theme of the curriculum has been mapped to ensure it is fully compliant, and incorporates, the statutory 
obligations of the RSHE guidance; SMSC themes and British Values. Additionally, all stakeholders have had the 
opportunity to share their thoughts on our curriculum, as part of the consultation last academic year. 



Teaching Students to Stay Safe
At key points around the 
school, where students can 
access and take the time to 
read, we put up displays and 
information about key 
themes of concern for 
students, and the 
community.

Widening

In our Locker Room Lobby, we also have a 
Safeguarding QR Display, where students can 
use their smartphone to get support, for 
anything that they need. They also know who 
to speak to, with our Safeguarding Posters. 



British Values Widening

Democracy

Liberty

Respect

Law

Responsibility

Tolerance

I can influence the way the school runs 
through the Student Leadership Team 

and by talking to staff.

I can influence my lessons through putting 
my hand up and responding.

I am free to think as I 
see fit.

I have the freedom to 
make choices that 

affect me by I 
recognise I am 

accountable for my 
actions. 

I recognise that everyone is 
entitled to their opinion as 

long as it does not promote 
extremism.

I understand that everyone 
is entitled to a voice within 

the classroom.

I will listen to others as I 
would like to be listened to.

I understand that the school rules are used 
to mirror society laws and must be 

respected.

I recognise that there will be 
consequences for my actions.

I recognise that I am equally 
responsible for my learning 

as the teacher.

I take responsibility for all 
my actions - good or bad.

We all have a responsibility
to promote and protect the 

wellbeing of others. 

I recognise that it is 
unacceptable to dismiss 
the beliefs and opinions

of anyone.

I understand that 
discussions about 

sensitive issues will be 
controlled and 

structured. 

Core British Values



VotesforSchools
Votes for Schools is a weekly current 
affairs platform, completed on What’s 
Happening Wednesday, which 
supports discussions on challenging 
topical issues, empowering our pupils 
to have their voices heard by voting 
and commenting on a key question 
relating to political and social issues.

Through weekly debating and voting, 
not only are our pupils learning about 
the world around them, they are 
becoming prepared for participating 
in our democratic processes, as they 
learn about themselves, others and 
the world around them.

Widening



Literacy Visits & Library Development
Students have had the opportunity to develop their 
social skills; demonstrating RESPECT by visiting 
Lichfield City Centre, and purchasing funded books from 
Waterstones. Students to bring back to read in our 
newly developing Literacy Intervention Space and 
Library. 

Widening



Knife Crime Awareness
After a visit to the Knife Crime during it’s nationwide tour, students were inspired to enter 
proud to announce Lichfield District Council's Knife Crime Art Competition. Three of our 
talented students were selected as winners of the competition for their thought provoking; 
innovative and creative entries.

Widening



Winning students! Widening



Alison Cope - Knife Crime

Students learned first-hand about the devastating 
impact of knife crime and violence, when they were 
visited by a high-profile campaigner - Alison Cope
who spoke to all students, giving a hard-hitting and 
moving presentation that was based on her own 
tragic experiences of violence.

Students listened as Alison explained how social 
media use can aggravate seemingly low-key 
disagreements, and how police were now using new 
powers to access phones. She also highlighted how 
more and more young people were carrying knives –
often due to a misguided belief in the need to protect 
themselves – with often tragic consequences. But she 
then left students shocked when she revealed the 
tragic story of her own son, Joshua Ribera.

Alison’s deeply personal story brought home the 
reality of knife crime to the students listening in the 
audience.

Widening



'StreetAid’ 
Our Key Stage 4 students 
learned valuable emergency first 
aid skills including how to do 
CPR and use a defibrillator.

There was excellent 
ENGAGEMENT from all, as they 
were talked through real-life 
situations, how to support 
others, and what to do in an 
emergency. 

Supported by the The Training 
Initiative, students now have 
key, life saving skills. 

Widening



External Visitors
The Academy regularly invites in external speakers and 
agencies to support students to develop a deeper 
understanding of key issues, themes and areas. 
This academic year, we have been supported by:

SARAC - as a sexual abuse and rape service, we have recieved 
awareness sessions for both staff and students to support their 
understanding of healthy relationships; risky behaviours; CSE; and 
supporting victims. Additionally, we have been able to refer key 
vulnerable students to bespoke services within SARAC. 

School Nurse Services - twice a month, the School Nurse Service, 
commissions a qualified and trained School Nurse to visit our 
school to offer a Drop In Service. Students can access the SNS for a 
variety of different things, including relationships; emotional 
health; sexual health; drugs and alcohol. 

Widening
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Careers



Careers Curriculum

From September 2023, we have launched 
our new ‘Work Ready’ curriculum, where 
all Year 11 students have a weekly, 
dedicated lesson to Careers and 
Transition Support. 

The New Curriculum, written to support 
key employability targets and the Gatsby 
Benchmarks, is also delivered to our 
students in Years 7 - 10 across the RAISE
time programme; drop-down days; and 
throughout the curriculum within other 
subjects. 

Students also benefit from a Weekly Visit 
from a Trained Careers Advisor, who 
supports students with their next steps 
and develops transition activities. 

Widening



Careers Website Widening

We have recently relaunched our 
Careers Portal on our website , which is 
a one stop shop for all things ‘careers’ 
for our students, and stakeholders. 

As well as introducing our new Careers 
team, here we have information about 
our:

- Careers Curriculum
- Career Journey for Y7-11
- Careers Policy & Provider Access 

Statement
- Gatsby Benchmarks
- Careers Development Plan.

https://thebridgeacademy.atlp.org.uk/s
tudents/careers-overview/

In February 2024, we officially 
joined the Stoke on Trent & 

Staffordshire Careers Hub, in 
partnership with The Careers 

& Enterprise Company. We 
have access to a national 

network of good practice in 
Careers, partnership 

development and business 
engagement. With our 

allocated ‘Careers Consultant’, 
we will develop our Careers 
provision to ensure the next 

generation of successful 
employees and change-

makers.

https://thebridgeacademy.atlp.org.uk/students/careers-overview/
https://thebridgeacademy.atlp.org.uk/students/careers-overview/


Careers Display Widening



Visit to South Staffordshire College
Students visited the local college to explore 
different opportunities and career pathways 
that they can progress on too. From the visit, 
students took away confidence to speak to 
others; and ASPIRATION for their futures.

Widening



Careers & Employability Fair

Students have visited the National 
Apprenticeship and Careers Event at 
Millennium Point, Birmingham. Students met 
with, and ENGAGED in talks with key 
employment organisations including The 
RAF, Jaguar Land Rover and CAT Finning.

Since the visit, students have been able to 
demonstrate Careers Actions Plans, based on 
their ASPIRATION to work in key areas, or 
attend key post 16 destinations. 

Widening



Careers & Employability Fairs Widening



STEM Rocket Cars Workshop
Students spent the morning, working with 
the Army in a STEM workshop though British 
Army Supporting Education.  Students 
learnt about opportunities and careers within 
the army. Students then designed and made 
rocket powered cars using tools such as a hot 
wire cutter!  Students then tested the cars to 
see which travelled the fastest and was the 
most aerodynamic.  Our pupils demonstrated 
our RAISE values of ENGAGEMENT and 
SUCCESS throughout the workshop, and we 
hope to work with the Army again.

Video of The Bridge Academy Rocket Car:
https://youtube.com/shorts/ZOWUDEcWMgo

Widening

https://youtube.com/shorts/ZOWUDEcWMgo


Think Tank

Students visited the Think Tank 
in Birmingham, to gain a deeper 
understanding, in a practical 
way, the wonders of historical 
and modern day science and 
environmental challenges.  

Widening



Art Tours

Students visited Digbeth in Birmingham, 
known for its street art, and bespoke displays 
of contemporary art. Students were proud 
and RESPECTFUL to represent their school 
when talking to artists, photographing key 
pieces and discussing how they can 
incorporate these designs into their own 
GCSE art work. 

Widening



Drayton Manor!

As part our offer to ensure that 
students receive opportunities that 
they would not normally receive, we 
were proud to take students to the 
Drayton Manor theme park, as a 
reward for demonstrating our RAISE
values. 

Students conducted themselves 
excellently, demonstrating what they 
have learned through our Behaviour 
Curriculum, and most importantly 
enjoyed themselves!

Widening



Army Visit

The Bridge Academy 
welcomed Sgt 
Rowley-Johnson and 
his colleagues from 
Mercian Regiment at 
Whittington 
Barracks in Lichfield. 
Students ENGAGED 
in conversation 
about life in the arm, 
and got to try on 
some of the gear!

Widening
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Widening Horizons

Wednesdays



Mixed Martial Arts

Each week, we support a number of
different students attend a popular Mixed 

Martial Arts Centre in Burton.

Students that attend gain key skills in 
positive discipline; team-work; 
communication and RESPECT. 

Widening



Health, Hair & Beauty

Students can now engage in a bespoke Health & Beauty 
Course with a professionally qualified beauty 
professional. Young people have accessed a variety of 
different activities, including:

- Nail
- Eye brows
- Hair and Extensions

Across a five week programme, young people have 
opportunity to experience these different elements of 
health and beauty. 

Widening

Widening Horizons Wednesdays



Published Poetry

A student from The Bridge was 
supported to write a  thought-
provoking poem as part of her 
English and PSHE lessons, which 
was later published in a brand new 
book - The Power of Poetry! 

‘My Insecurities’ can be found in the 
Book to the right. 

Widening



Cooking
As part of our curriculum, and 
enrichment offer, students can take 
part in a variety of cooking lessons 
giving them the confidence and the 
skills to be able to key dishes that they 
can then prepare at home, or later in 
life. Students have cooked dishes such 
as pizza; eggs; chips and enchiladas. 

We also cook a number of different 
event-based dishes, such as pancakes 
for Pancake Day; a victoria sandwich 
for the King's Coronation; and pastry 
for the Bake Off!

Widening



Pottery

A new activity for our What’s 
Happening Wednesday’s 
with a ceramic ‘pottery’ 
workshop. Working with 
Studio 20, students are 
taught how to use a potters 
wheel, to make a bowl and a 
bird feeder. Their creations 
are taken to be fired and 
glazed ready to be decorated 
and used. 

Widening



Mechanics Widening



‘Max & George Trust’

Students have started helping out at the 
Max & George Trust! 

Students have met so many lovely dogs 
looking to be rehomed.  Students got the 
opportunity to walk them and took some 
artwork that we had produced to help raise 
awareness for the Rescue Centre.  

Students will be supporting this charity in 
the future by volunteering and collecting 
food and bedding etc.

Widening



Charity

Students who have worked with The Max & 
George Dog Trust, created individual pictures 
of each dog they met. They then populated 
them into a 2024 calendar to sell to others. 

Students raised £160 for the charity, with all 
proceeds going to support the dogs at The 
Trust.  

Widening



Extra-Curricular

Throughout the school day, students can 
take part in a range of Enrichment activities, 
which include:

- Playing chess with each other, or an 
adult. 

- Library to read.
- Cooking different dishes, of varying 

difficulties, to be LIFE READY.
- Gym & Boxing
- Table-tennis
- Art, Graphics & Textiles
- Lego

Widening



Future Plans

Over the coming year, we are ambitious for our Personal Development offer. 
We are looking to develop the following activities:

Widening

Duke of Edinburgh AwardOutdoor Education

Community Engagement & 
Charity Activity

Vertical tutoring

RAISE Group CompetitionsDrop Down Awareness Days

RAISE Association and 
developing student voice Peer Mentoring
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